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This dissertation examines the literary construction of separatist worlds in speculative fiction,
focusing on feminist and masculinist imaginaries. It investigates how gender-segregated
societies—female-only or male-only—function as symbolic responses to cultural anxieties
around power, identity, embodiment, and social order. While often framed as utopian visions,
these worlds reveal contradictions that undermine their idealism, exposing the affective and
ideological costs of gender withdrawal. The study traces separatist fiction from its proto-utopian
origins in the fifteenth century to contemporary works, theorizing it as a distinct subgenre with
recurring motifs, narrative patterns, and ideological functions. Drawing on feminist theory,
masculinity studies, queer theory, utopian studies, and science fiction criticism, it proposes a
typology and periodization of the genre, situating it within broader cultural debates on gender
and community. The analysis addresses both feminist utopias and dystopias, masculinist
critiques of feminism, and male-only worlds, highlighting how separatist narratives oscillate
between liberation and exclusion, autonomy and authoritarianism. Across eighty-four primary
texts, the project shows that separatist fiction forms a dynamic literary tradition characterized
by intertextual dialogue, ideological contestation, and persistent reimagining of social
arrangements. It also demonstrates that separatist fiction develops through an ongoing
intertextual dialogue, with feminist and masculinist texts often responding to, inverting, or
satirizing each other’s visions. The dissertation is organized into six chapters. Chapter One
outlines the theoretical foundations in more detail, demonstrating how these frameworks shape
the subsequent analyses. Chapter Two traces the historical emergence of separatist fiction and
proposes a conceptual framework and taxonomy for the genre. Chapters Three and Four analyze
feminist separatist narratives, exploring both utopian visions of care and ecological balance,
and the critiques of authoritarianism within female separatism. Chapter Five examines
masculinist dystopias expressing anxieties about female power, while Chapter Six focuses on
male-only separatist worlds, highlighting their diverse ideological expressions from nostalgic
utopias to dystopian portrayals. Together, these chapters demonstrate how separatist fiction
dramatizes complex tensions around gender, autonomy, and social order. Ultimately, the
dissertation argues that separatist fiction, far from being a marginal curiosity, remains a
politically and aesthetically significant mode of speculative world-building, illuminating both

the possibilities and perils of imagining “futures without the other.”
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