Abstract of the doctoral dissertation

The doctoral dissertation presents an analysis of the literary representation of childhood and youth in the
context of migration and refugee experiences. It is based on an interdisciplinary study of children’s and young
adult literature, tracing its development from antiquity to the present and highlighting the particular role this
genre plays in representing issues of migration.

The aim of the dissertation is to examine how children’s and young adult literature depicts the situation
of the refugee child - a figure confronted with an unfamiliar, often hostile reality marked by loss, trauma, and the
necessity of adaptation. The study combines literary analysis with sociological, psychological, and cultural
perspectives. The methodology is rooted in narratology, with special attention given to categories such as
narrative perspective, motifs (fear, death, freedom, otherness), and the construction of characters.

The theoretical part discusses the definition and specificity of children’s and young adult literature,
emphasizing its status as an independent literary and symbolic system. It explores its functions - educational,
psychological, and aesthetic - as well as the permeability of the boundaries between children’s, young adult, and
adult literature. Furthermore, it traces the historical development of the genre: from medieval and Enlightenment
didactic literature, through Romantic fairy tales and fantastic narratives, to twentieth-century works addressing
war, trauma, and migration. Particular emphasis is placed on the post-war period and contemporary literature,
where children’s texts increasingly serve as a medium for confronting social taboos such as death, violence, and
displacement.

The subsequent chapters focus on migration literature and its place within German-language culture.
Distinctions are made between exile literature, intercultural literature, and migration literature, and the
development of literary depictions of migration crises from the 1970s to the present is examined. Special
attention is given to the figure of the refugee in children’s and young adult literature, analyzing diverse forms
ranging from picture books to young adult novels and graphic novels.

The analytical part provides interpretations of selected works: “Djadi, Fliichtlingsjunge” by Peter
Hirtling (the fate of a child from Afghanistan), “Hesmats Flucht” by Wolfgang Béhmer (the story of an
unaccompanied minor refugee), “Das Schicksal der Sterne™ by Daniel Hora (family flight), “70 Meilen zum
Paradies” by Robert Klement (the perspective of a Somali girl), and “Nennen wir sie Eugenie” by Maria Braig
(the story of a homosexual refugee woman from Senegal). These analyses demonstrate diverse narrative
strategies that portray flight both as an individual experience and as a global social issue.

The dissertation emphasizes that children’s and young adult literature plays a crucial role in fostering
empathy and social awareness. It enables young readers to engage with refugee experiences through narratives
centered on emotions, liminal situations, and adaptation challenges. The study also underlines the need for
further research on this literature in the context of contemporary migration crises, which make the theme of
childhood in exile especially relevant.

Interdisciplinary in nature, the dissertation combines literary studies with social and cultural reflection.
The findings demonstrate that children’s and young adult literature fulfills not only an aesthetic function but also

an ethical and formative one, shaping the sensitivity of young readers to phenomena of the contemporary world.
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