“The Autonomy of .the Mirtors 'in-lz’..i'iyate -Ilaw ‘—-Selected -lsSues'- i .'

The alm of this doctoral d1ssertat10n was to’ examme the scope of minors’ autonomy
= thhm selected areas of pnvate Iaw, including c1v1l law, famﬂy and gua:rchanslnp 1aw medlcal 2
law in'its: pnvate law aspects, and the' legal framework concernmg mlnors act1v1ty in'social .
media. The research sought to verify the assumption that a paternalistic -approach toward minors

~ prevails iti private law (limited in scope to the afdreménti'One'd_.-areaS); -'c_har'aeteriz'ed by strong,
p institutionalized control exercised by adults-'and a SEgni-ﬁ'cant--limitation: of the minor’s capacity
to participate in decisions affecting them L PR R

- As part of the specific research hypotheses, the study explored whether itis poss1b1e to |
: 'd1st1ngu15h between legislative paternalism and paternalism in the apphcatlon of law; whether

“the intensity of paternahsnc patterns is comparable across the analyzed areas; and Whether there

_is a need for legislative intervention aimed at expandmg the autonomy of minors.

_ " The dissertation attempts to define the boundarles of 1 minors’ autonomy through an’”
' analys1s of selected legal institutions designed to- shape and safeguard the autonomy of children
- and adolescents. Particular attention was devoted to such institutions as parental.-authonty, the
~capacity of underage individuals to enter into martiage, the right of the minor patient to receive
- medical information, the right to give informed consent to- medtcal treatment and the nght to
| pnvacy during the provision of healthcare services.. B B |

Special émiphasis was placed on the threats to"childrenls'autonomy in the context of then i

‘presence. on social media platforms, including privacy _-violations,i:_in_fringements:of personal .

rights, and the lasting nature of digital footprints left online: - The a'utOnOm"y and:safety ofthe .

~youngest social -media users: are also- endangered by phenomena such as - sharennng,

- oversharennng, proﬁz‘ sharentmg, and parental trollmg

The reseatch employed the dogmatic legal method, supported by hlstoncal and- :
' .comparatlve legal methods A lnnlted analys1s of .the- ]unsprudence ‘of the Constltutlonal"
E Tribunal, the: Supreme Court common ‘courts, and- adrmnlstratwe courts ‘was. also conducted

B The autonomy of minors. was cons1dered in the context of the overarchlng prmc1ple of the best'f B

- :_mterests of the clnld

The conclusmns of the dtssertahon p01nt to the need for a tnore coherent and balanced

__'approach to n‘unors autonomy, one that emphasrzes greater respect for and protectlon of that =

o autonomy whﬂe ensunng an adequate level of safety for the youngest rnembers of somety The o



final part of the dissertation formulates a number of de lege ferenda postulates, including the
possibility for secondary school students to make independent decisions regarding religious
education in public institutions, the lowering of the age of consent for medical treatment, and
the limitation of the scope of information provided by medical personnel to the legal guardians

of underage patients.
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