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The subject of the doctoral dissertation is the analysis of the position of regions in the
EU legal system. In the EU legal reality, regions play an increasingly significant role. Around
70% of EU legislation is implemented by local and regional authorities, which makes them not
only implementing bodies, but also participants in shaping policies in areas such as economic
and social cohesion, rural development, and environmental protection. This phenomenon takes
on particular significance in the context of the ongoing decentralization processes that can be
observed in many Member States, as well as the multi-level governance model adopted within
the EU.

With such a broad emphasis on regional involvement in implementation processes, the
question arises as to whether they are included in the process of creating and controlling EU
law, and the doubt as to whether the balance between these spheres has been maintained. In the
case of legislative processes or possible control of legal acts at the EU level, the regions'
possibilities of action are largely dispersed. The diverse nature of the internal organization of
Member States is also significant.

The research is conducted to answer two research questions. The first one aims to
examine the position of regions in the EU legal system and whether it is protected by
appropriate guarantees? The second question will concern the demonstration of whether regions
can currently be considered a specific subject of EU law or, going even further, whether we can
already speak of a three-level EU territorial divi sion, shaped as follows: EU - Member State -
region?

The work concerns the regions of the EU Member States, excluding local authorities
and the context outside the EU. Only the relations of regions with the EU system are analysed,
without a broader discussion of their position in national law, unless this affects relations with
the EU. The work is divided into four areas: 1) principles of EU law, 2) the EU institutional
system, 3) EU funds in shared management, 4) control and implementation of EU law. In each
of them, the formal status of regions and their actual participation in processes at the EU level
is examined. The introductory chapter is devoted to the concepts of regionalism and region and
the political differentiation of EU countries. Each of the areas includes comparisons of regions
from countries with different systems and an analysis of the relationship between their activity
and the decisions of the central authorities, showing the uneven situation of regions in the EU.

The dissertation proposes three research theses. First, it is indicated that the position of
regions in the EU legal space is largely shaped by the system of the Member State and decisions
on regional participation made by the central authorities of the country to which a given
territorial unit belongs. In relation to the second thesis, the main indication is that regions can
be considered a specific subject of EU law, but at present it is not yet possible to unequivocally
support the concept of the EU three-level territorial division taking into account all areas of the
regions' activity. The last thesis concerns the fact that in relation to the position of regions, a
balance has not been maintained between the obligations related to the implementation of EU
law and the powers in the area of creating and controlling EU law.

The dissertation indicates the need for further research on the status of regions in EU
law and postulates their greater consideration in legal studies and institutional prgcti cé,
Recognizing regions as specific actors of integration can support more effective multi-level
governance. The considerations end with de lege ferenda postulates regarding broader
involvement of regions in the EU legal system.
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