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Summary of the PhD thesis

Democracy in the Contemporary Chinese Confucian Thought

The aim of this dissertation is to describe and to examine role that democracy plays in
contemporary Chinese Confucian thought.

The author put forward five major theses and three auxiliary theses.

The dissertation consists of an introduction, four chapters, conclusion and bibliography.

This dissertation intends to answer following questions: What are attitudes of modern
Chinese Confucian thinkers towards democracy? Has anything changed significantly in that
regard in the last few decades? To what of Confucian tradition they refer to in their
considerations about democracy? Which definitions, concepts and theories of democracy they
refer to? What is relationship between their ideas about political systems and their overall views
on democracy?

Chapter I is a brief history of Confucianism and development of the Confucian political
thought from the beginnings to the end of eighteenth century.

Chapter 11 deals with the reception of democratic ideas from early nineteenth century to
contemporary Chinese democratic discourse.

Chapter III presents and examines views regarding democracy expressed by Mou
Zongsan, Li Minghui, Joseph Chan, Bai Tongdong, Fan Ruiping, Kang Xiaoguang, Yao Yang,
Chen Ming, Li Chenyang and Elton Chan. This chapter also briefly addresses views regarding
democracy expressed by earlier thinkers of New Confucian movement as well as contemporary
renaissance of Confucianism in Mainland China.

Chapter IV presents visions of political systems proposed by contemporary Chinese
Confucian thinkers ideas about constitutional and examines them from the perspective of their
views democracy.

The dissertation ends with a conclusion. Attitudes of contemporary Chinese Confucian
thinkers towards democracy are diverse. Change during the last few decades in that respect was
significant. Their thinkers had become much more diverse. Contemporary Chinese Confucian
thinkers of different political persuasions rely on sources like Book of Mencius and thought of
Huang Zongxi. New Confucian’s views on democracy are significantly influenced by neo-
Confucian thought, while some of the most authoritarian Confucian authors are inspired by
thought of Kang Youwei, Dong Zhongshu and tradition connected with Gongyang
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Commentary. Among authors whose definitions, conceptions and theories of democracy are
used explicitly by some of the contemporary Chinese Confucian thinkers are David Beetham,
Joseph Schumpeter, Brian Barry and Philip Pettit. Among contemporary Confucian thinkers
procedural views of democracy are common and role of universal suffrage tends to be
emphasized. Visions of political systems are formulated mainly by thinkers critical of
democracy or at least those seeing need for solutions different that model existing in modern
democratic countries. Most of thinkers who support democracy does not present their own

visions of political systems.

Keywords: China, Confucianism, democracy, political thought.

/M}YUUKQMI /ﬂ] rw\OJO\J LO M .
AMJW/J Doreriuimnde,



