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The 21st century is undoubtedly the era of the Internet and social media. With a 

smartphone and access to the world computer network almost anytime and anywhere, we can 

keep abreast of events of interest, as well as be in virtual contact with people we know in person 

and those Internet users we know only from the web. With a huge number of tools at our 

disposal in the form of text, voice and audio-visual communicators, we are simultaneously 

receivers and broadcasters of various content. Does this mean that traditional media are no 

longer decisive in communicating relevant information socially? As the survey results show, 

rather not. Despite the great IT revolution, which has led to the transformation of classically 

understood media systems, the media (and especially television) and the journalists who work 

in them professionally, still play a dominant role in the process of informing the public about 

the most important political, economic, social or cultural events. 

The subject of this dissertation is the evolution of information television journalism in 

political, economic and technological aspects based on the case study of the regional center of 

Polish Television S.A. in Wroclaw. The analysis made covers nearly 60 years, including the 

period from the establishment of Polish Television and the creation of the Wroclaw Television 

Center to the present day, that is, until 2023. The described process of the birth of informational 

television journalism and the subsequent changes that occurred in this area indicates that the 

evolution in informational television journalism is broad and multidimensional. 

The main objective of the dissertation is to show the evolution of news (engaged) 

journalism in Poland, through the prism of television journalism and television itself, as well 

as an empirical diagnosis of the phenomenon of political parallelism. In this context, it is crucial 

to present the influence of politics and politicians on the media, as well as to show the 

peculiarities of the profession of television journalism and possible predictions for its future.  

The presented dissertation consists of four chapters. The first-theoretical chapter has an 

introductory and organizing character. It defines the key - from the point of view of the studied 

problem - categories: journalist, TV news journalism, TV material. With regard to the essence 

of the studied problem, it also discusses the essential - from the perspective of the subject under 

discussion - basic rights and duties of a journalist, as well as the quality criteria of professional 

journalism: objectivity, impartiality and journalistic autonomy. Showing the relationship 

between the media and the media system and other systems: political, economic and social, it 

was pointed out how they affect journalism and journalistic professionalism. Bearing in mind 

the methodological requirements, reference was also made to the prevailing paradigms and 

dominant research orientations in communication and media sciences, pointing out the 

interdisciplinary nature of the research. Based on the findings made, the theoretical framework 

of this dissertation was adopted and the research methods and techniques indicated. 

The second chapter discusses the process of evolution of information television 

journalism in the political, economic and technological context, covering the period from the 

establishment of Polish Television and the creation of the Wroclaw Television Center to the 

liquidation of the Committee for Radio and Television Affairs and the beginnings - initiated in 

1989 at the Round Table - of the political and media transformation. Starting from the first work 

of launching television in Poland, the genesis of the establishment of Polish Television and its 



regional television centers were presented. Then, based on an analysis of source documents, 

archival programs, as well as memoirs and in-depth interviews conducted - the process of the 

creation of subsequent news programs in Telewizja Wrocław was discussed. Keeping in mind 

the context of politics, economics and technology, it was described how the process of evolution 

of informational television journalism during the communist era took place. 

The third chapter is devoted to the evolution of informational television journalism and 

the regional news program of Telewizja Wrocław, against the background of the transformation 

of Telewizja Polska S.A. and, more broadly, the transformation of the political and media 

system in the years 1992 - 2023. In this chapter - based on documents, source materials, as well 

as in-depth interviews, archival materials, the process of dynamic transformations that occurred 

both within the informational television journalism and the whole of Telewizja Polska was 

characterized in detail, with particular attention to political, legal and economic conditions. 

Chapter four presents the results of the empirical (quantitative) research conducted 

using the anonymous questionnaire technique and the related results of the qualitative research 

conducted in the form of free in-depth interviews. 

The context and interrelationships between the media, and the media system and other 

systems: political, economic and social, presented in the dissertation, indicate that, as in the 

past, they still have a major impact on TV news journalism and journalistic professionalism 

today. Despite the fact that journalists - as representatives of the "fourth power" - should be an 

autonomous and independent group - both from all political institutions and centers, as well as 

economic actors and influences - while performing an important monitoring function in relation 

to state power, the political and economic classes, de facto they are often dependent on these 

spheres. The research shows that regardless of the rights they have, as well as journalists 

declared attitudes, politicians and political parties have had and continue to have a direct and 

indirect impact on objectivity, impartiality and journalistic autonomy, and therefore on the 

quality of professional journalism. 
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