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ABSTRACT 

 

 

19th-century Silesia saw many animators of musical life full of energy, initiative and 

creativity, combining many professions: parish music directors, organists, conductors, 

composers, publishers, organizers and teachers. All their activities were guided by the idea of 

raising the level of church music by developing and providing their charges with appropriate 

tools. Bernhard Kothe (1821–1897) was a person involved in these activities, both in the field 

of music education and church music. The creator associated his professional life mainly with 

the parish of St. Cross in Opole and a teachers’ seminar in Wrocław. Among his numerous 

achievements, the promotion of the idea of Cecilianism should be emphasized by leading to the 

creation of the Silesian branch of the Society of St. Cecilia Schlesischer Cäcilien-Verein. The 

subject of this work is his extensive musical activity – teaching, conducting and composition, 

organizing and publishing. The aim of the research was to collect and systematize information 

on this subject, and then to reflect on the place and importance of Kothe for the development 

of the musical culture of Silesia and the liturgical and musical tradition of the Catholic Church. 

This intention was largely achieved also thanks to the discovery of new sources and the analysis 

of preserved compositions, studies and music collections, as well as publications and 

correspondence. 

 


