
Summary

This work describes the life and work of an outstanding artist and an excellent pedagogue and 

founder of the Faculty of Interior Architecture and Industrial Design at the then artistic school 

in Wroclaw, now renamed the Academy of Fine Arts. Eugeniusz Geppert.

The work was divided into two parts, consisting of individual chapters relating to the complex 
fate and events resulting from the periodization of the artist's life and work.

The first part focuses especially on the biography of Wladyslaw Wincze, which also includes 

his pre-war work, the war and soon after, as well as pedagogical activity, as well as his war 

involvement as a soldier of the Home Army.

The second part of the work describes activity after the war, especially the time spent mainly 

in Wroclaw, as well as its artistic and didactic achievements associated with this period. In 
Wincze's rich biography, creativity and other matters became practically inseparable.

Wladyslaw Wincze, born in 1905 in Odessa, studied in Warsaw with professors Karol Tichy, 

Tadeusz Pruszkowski and Wojciech Jastrz^bowski and shortly after graduating, he joined the 

Academy of Fine Arts. After studying in 1936, after a positive evaluation of the furniture 

exhibition (made in Jastrz^bowski's desk and armchair), he was invited to the prestigious 
Association of Visual Artists "Tad".

The work of Wincze himself, as well as his professors, was strongly inspired by folk art, 

which was the result of the activities of the Polish Applied Arts Association, and later of the 

Krakow Workshops Association, of which Professor Jastrz^bowski was a co-founder. The 

"Tad" cooperative was founded after the great success of Poles at an exhibition in Paris in 

1925, at which the national style of design called the Polish art deco variety was presented.

The artist was still creating even during the difficult times of the occupation, when he acted as 

a soldier in the Home Army at the same time. He worked in cooperation with Olgierd Szlekys 

in the carpentry workshop founded in 1941, officially dealing with furniture renovation, but 

actually dealing with the realization of orders and original projects, which were referred to by 

the abbreviation "SW".
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After the war, Wincze was still associated with Warsaw for some time, cooperating with the 

Ministry of Industry, but at the same time he began operating in Klodzko in Lower Silesia, as 

the head of the "Lad" Cooperative. The artist's work at that time corresponded to the needs of 

the ruined country. Furniture and interiors designed at that time had to be simplified. The 

equipment had to take up little space and be functional. Modest furniture from cheap types of 
wood (pine, ash), however, still had the artistic ambition of the designer.

In October 1948, Wincze resigned from the management in "Lad" to accept the offer made to 

him by Eugeniusz Geppert and become a teacher at the Faculty of Interior Architecture at the 
PWSSP in Wroclaw and the head of the Metal and Wood Plant. From then on, he 
simultaneously educated next generations of his successors, and also worked as a designer, 

combining both these functions for many years. He continued to design interiors, especially 

those of a representative nature and public utilities.

As an outstanding researcher in the field of Polish applied art wrote, prof. Irena Huml, 

Wladyslaw Wincze can be counted among the classics, as he was a very mature artist, and he 

brought his experience to the Wroclaw school. He gave his students a style firmly rooted in 

the original Polish art deco era and contributed to shaping the individual face of the Faculty of 

Interior Design.

Wladyslaw Wincze was a person very devoted to the family. Everything he did was always 

subordinated to thoughts of her. He noted this many times in his memoirs, which became the 

main source of description of his life in this work. In them he revealed his need to write and 

document every important moment in his life, often inseparable from his work. He revealed 

his undoubted narrative (literary) talent with his notes.

Wladyslaw Wincze belongs to the unique figures of the post-war history of the Wroclaw 

artistic community and also played a huge role on the national stage of Polish designers. He 

was an artist active in the field of interior architecture and furniture, and at the same time an 

outstanding teacher and organizer of the professional life of Polish designers.
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